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Learners’ Interactional Competence in EFL Classroom Speaking 
Activities: Adjacency Pair Organization in Topic Management
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Communicative Language Teaching, Interactional Competence, 
and Conversation Analysis
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01   Ava:    Where’s he going.
02   Bee:    To Wa:shington.
03   Ava: →  Oh.
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3    Rin:      [hello Koki 
4    Koki: ah: [:
5    Rin:      [how are you. 
6    Koki: i'm fi:ne <thank you：> and yo:u：. 
7    Rin:  eh: i('m) fine. 
8 　    　 　  (1.0) 
9    Koki: ((nods once))

�����
����
����-��
��������)������ �����  �����(��������,)�	�)���� ��-��
����
��  �����
���#�1
��
�����
���
�(�����
��
���������
������
������
�����������
��������F���)��������
�G��
��F���
�
���������
�G��
������������������� �F�����
�����#G�������������������������������
�����������
�����(� ���������
������
���,)�	�)������
������
��
��
�����
#�P���
������������,)�	�)������-��
�����
�����
 ����������
���
������
��������
�������( ����������� ��
������
�%������������������
�����
����
���
����������������
������������������(��
��
��
��
�����
���������������
�
�����(���
�
������������
��
�����
����������������������
���
��
��
���������J���� ��)�
���
����������
��
�����
#
+
�����
���
��%���������
����
����������
��
�����
������
�� ���
��
�����
�(�����
�����(����
#�����
�  ���
����������3��
�
�*7CCA,�
���

����������������
���
�
���� �
������ ��

�
���
�� ���
����
���
��(��
��J���
�������#)�1
����
������( ��
����
����������
�������������,)�	�)������-��
�����

��������������
��
�����
����������������
�����������������������

�
�����
����
�#������
������
!
�����
�����
���
����
�
������
��
�����
��
��(�����
�����������������
���
��
� ����
����������
�����
��
 �����
������������������������
����
��
�
��  ���������
�
����
��
�����
#�

+����
�� ���(���(��
��������������
����
����-��
��)����
����
��������� ���E�������
%��� �
��
����
�� ��������
��� �
������
�
�����
��
��������
����
�� �
��������
��������#�+
������
�� �����
��%
�� �
���������
��
� �
���H��
��<E��
��������
������
��%��
� �
��?E��
���
����� ��������
��%��
� �
��A#�

Topic Initiation and Responses
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5    Kay:  i’:m sleepy:: and °tired°? (0.3)
6          ((looks up))
7          [(and you)
8    Mio:  [i’m- >i’m fine.< i: ah-?
9          may i: ask about school? 
10         (0.1)
11         ((tries to make eye contact with Kay))
12   Kay:  ye- <okay::> 
13         (0.2) 
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6    Rio:  =let’s talk about our favorite movie.
7    Tom:  oh. sure.
8    Rio:  okay:. what is your: favorite movie.
9          (.)
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1    T:    ↑ha:i three: >two one< go::.
2    Yuki: [↑hello:,
3    Mako: [↑hello:,
4          (0.5)
5    Yuki: i like. (0.5) comedy movies. 
6          (1.0) 
7    Yuki: how about you.
8          (1.0)
9    Mako: °i like-u (0.5) romance mov[ies.°
10   Yuki:                            [↓o::h.
11         (1.0)
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5    Rin:      [how are you. 
6    Koki: i'm fi:ne <thank you：> and yo:u：. 
7    Rin:  eh: i('m) fine. 
8 　    　 　  (1.0) 
9    Koki:            nods once
10   Rin  ： <what were you doing (.) at ten last
11         night.> 

11 1Sâã     night.> 
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8    Rio:  okay:. what is your: favorite movie.
9          (.)
10   Tom:  oh what? ah:: (0.5) let me see: (1.0)
11         >↑my favorite movie is? (.) minions.<
12   Rio:  okay, MINIONS!
13   TOM:  oh:. ye:s.
14   RIO:  cute!
15         (1.0)
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20   Mio: how- how many: (0.3) how many (.)⭡
21        your class. 
22        (0.4) 
23   Kay: °etto::°, my class et::to
24        ((uhm in japanese))
25        in people i::s⭣
26        nandakke?⭡
27        ((what was that? in japanese))
28        xxxxx eh
29        twenty one class.
30   Mio: °nijuichi kurasu°
31        ((twenty one classes in japanese)) 
32   Kay: niju ((twenty in japanese)) eh?
33        twenty eh? twenty one class.
34   Mio: [°o::h° (h) tha(h)t’s (hh) 
35   Kay: [eh? nandakke.⭡
36        ((what was that again? in japanese))
37   Mio: that’s oh (h) tha(h)t’s ma(h)ny (0.2)
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9    Mio   may i: ask about school? 
10         (0.1)
11         ((tries to make eye contact with Kay))
12   Kay:  ye- <okay::> 
13         (0.2) 
14   Mio:  how man-. wha- whe- >where do you go⭡
15         to school.?< 
16   Kay:  i go to yamate elementary school:. 
17   Mio:  i go to mitake >fushimi elementary
18         school< in mitake town.⭣
19   Kay:  i see::. 
20   Mio:  how- how many: (0.3) how many (.)⭡
21         your class. 

����
���7?8�.����
��4���*I��/�
���������
��%�77/75����
��� �,
40   Mio   what- what- (.) what- do you? school⭣
41         (0.2) >what do
42         you school (ah) what’s your favorite<
43         school subject.⭣
44   Kay:  >my favorite school subject is<
45         arts and cra:ft. 
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17   Yuki: i li:ke (1.0) i li:ke (1.0) eh:::. 
18         (1.5) 
19   Yuki: >majyo?<
20          witch
21   Mako: ah [majyo.
22             witch
23   Yuki:    [i like witch.
24   Mako: °witch ahh.° i:t's (1.0) horror?
25         (1.0)
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16   Rio:  eh: (0.5) what kind of movie is it.
17   Tom:  oh:: (1.0) ↑in the movie:,(2.0) 
18         <in the mov-(1.0) vie (1.0)> in the 
19         movie:,(1.0)
20   Rio:  for example: it i:s(0.5) ah: action
21         movie.
22         (2.0)
23   Rio:  or: (0.5) ah: >animation movie.<= 
24   Tom:  =oh:, okay! ↑IT’S (0.5) it is (1.0) 
25         ah: animation movie!
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56  Kay:  o:h e:tto
57        ((uhm in japanese))
58        me too:: 
59        (0.2) 
60  Mio:  nice talking with you. >see you< ⭡
61  Kay:  see: you::
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28   Yuki: comedy?
29         ((timer))
30   Mako: $comedy.$ ((laugh))
31         ((timer))
32         bye
33   T:    oka:y go ho::me.
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39   Koki: ah I study: (2.0) d [(1.0) MA::TH
40                            ((bell rings))
41   Rin:  $↑ A:::H$ hh. 
42          ((raises left hand))
43   Koki: hh. $nice talking with you$ 
44   Rin:  nice talking with you. too
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47         do you like to make or write.⭡
48   Kay:  i like (0.1) draw:. 
49   Mio:  °oh° that’s nice.⭣ ⭡
50         (0.3) 
51   Kay:  °>etto<°
52         ((uhm in japanese))
53         and you?
54   Mio:  i (0.2) i like draw too.⭡
55         (0.2) 
56   Kay:  o:h e:tto
57         ((uhm in japanese))
58         me too:: 
59         (0.2) 
60   Mio:  nice talking with you. >see you< ⭡
61   Kay:  see: you::

Conversation 2: Tom and Rio (7th-grade students, 12-13 years old)
1    Tom:  [hello:.
2    Rio:  [hello:. (.) (how’s it going.)
3    Tom:  oh (.) I’m okay. how are you doing.
4    Rio:  I’m great.
5    Tom:  oh.=
6    Rio:  =let’s talk about our favorite movie.
7    Tom:  oh. sure.
8    Rio:  okay:. what is your: favorite movie.
9          (.)
10   Tom:  oh what? ah:: (0.5) let me see: (1.0)
11         >↑my favorite movie is? (.) minions.<
12   Rio:  okay, MINIONS!
13   TOM------>

t2         (R.0)

R3   Rio:   r:e(0.5) ah:10 aha³aÄteº.ha³aÄte¶ i Ã(1.0.<
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1    T:    ↑ha:i three: >two one< go::.
2    Yuki: [↑hello:,
3    Mako: [↑hello:,
4          (0.5)
5    Yuki: i like. (0.5) comedy movies. 
6          (1.0) 
7    Yuki: how about you.
8          (1.0)
9    Mako: °i like-u (0.5) romance mov[ies.°
10   Yuki:                            [↓o::h.
11         (1.0)
12   Yuki: what movie (0.5) do you like.
13   Mako: i like-u. (1.5) ↑peach girl.
14   Yuki: ah $peach girl. me too:.$
15   Mako: momochan.
16         ((main character name))
17   Yuki: i li:ke (1.0) i li:ke (1.0) eh:::. 
18         (1.5) 
19   Yuki: >majyo?<
20          witch
21   Mako: ah [majyo.
22             witch
23   Yuki:    [i like witch.
24   Mako: °witch ahh.° i:t's (1.0) horror?
25         (1.0)
26   Yuki: no °horror.°
27         (1.5) 
28   Yuki: comedy?
29         ((timer))
30   Mako: $comedy.$ ((laugh))
31         ((timer))
32         bye
33   T:    oka:y go ho::me

Conversation 4: Rin and Koki (eleventh-grade students



��������	
��
�����	���	���

16   Rin:           [hh.
17   Rin:  OH::! 
18         (4.0) 
19         pointing at Koki and herself


