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only when students can recognize letter-sound relationships can they use those relationships to
read  a  connected  text  and  read  more  proficiently.  August  and  Shanahan  (2006)  draw
implications from the National Reading Panel Report concerning language learners in the U.S.:
The five skills are necessary to become successful lifelong readers, and therefore effective reading
instruction should incorporate these skills. 

Figure 2
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culture. Moreover,  �����	� �encourages students to be active learners, thinking beyond the text
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Table 1
���	���8��&�*�����	����*��������*�����-*:��
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Key features Textbooks Textbook Users

Stage 1
Learning to read

Phonics instruction Decodable readers
(local publishers)

PLS and EduTech 
(stand-alone course or 
integrated with other 
courses),
private international 
schools (integrate with 
main programs)

Stage 2
Reading to learn

Explicitly teaching 
reading skills and 
strategies, balance in 
fiction and non-fiction
content

,�������-�!�	�	
(National Geographic
Learning), 
�-&�	��,�������	��
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