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2. Following the rotation order (see Figure 2), groups pass their handout to the next group. 
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Figure 2
Long Version Rotation Order

Short Version (45 to 50 minutes)
The class is divided into nine groups (group size may vary depending on class size). Each group 
receives a copy of the handout with a different discussion topic (see Figure 3). For the short 
version, use only three different topics.

1. Students talk in their groups and decide on what opinion and argument to write in the 
given space.

2. Following the rotation order (see Figure 4), groups pass their handout to the next group. 
Now, students focus on the topic and argument written by the original group. They 
analyze the topic and the original group’s argument. Then, they discuss and write if they 
agree or disagree with the previous group’s opinion.

3. After two rotations, each handout is returned to the original group. Now, each group 
reads the other groups’ arguments and come up with rebuttals (if they disagree) or new 
ideas (if they agree) to further the discussion. The original group focuses on what the 
other groups wrote and replies directly to them in the given space, such as “Group 2, 
that’s a good idea, but you forgot about...”

4. Passing the handout around again, groups can now read what the original groups wrote 
in response to their arguments and can choose to keep the discussion going (as long as 
there is enough blank space on the handout or time).

5. Once the paper returns to the original group (after two more rotations), they can evaluate
if their opinion has changed or if it remains the same and what top three arguments were 
given by the other groups.
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Figure 3
Short Version Silent Debate Handout for Students

Figure 4
Short Version Rotation Order
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