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it caU bv callvd domaiU-basvd oer situatioUal codv-switchiUg, whverv domaiU mvaUs that oUv codv
is ervgulaerly usvd iU paerticulaer situatioUs whilv aUothver codv is commoUly usvd iU a diffvervUt svt of
situatioUs. BiliUguals  may  also  shift  codvs  withiU  a  situatioU  dvpvUdiUg  oU  thv  addervssvv,  a
phvUomvUoU callvd addervssvv-basvd codv-switchiUg (Mvyverhoff, 2019). 

Why do people code-switch?
MaUy laUguagv scholaers haiv discussvd thv ervasoUs foer codv-switchiUg.  Myvers-ScottoU (1998)
bvlivivs that “thv maiU ervasoU foer codv-switchiUg is lack of suffcivUt perofcivUcy to coUtiUuv iU
thv laUguagv iU which spvakver thv coUiversatioU bvgaU” (p. 91). Spvakvers Uvvd thv hvlp of aUothver
laUguagv bvcausv thvy do Uot kUow cvertaiU tverms iU oUv laUguagv, foer vxamplv, perofvssioUal
iocabulaery whvU talkiUg about uUfamiliaer occupatioUal topics. IUdvvd, it has bvvU dvmoUsteratvd
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Methodology
Foer  peractical  ervasoUs,  this  study  coUcvUteratvs  oU  audio-ervcoerdvd  coUiversatioUs  bvtwvvU  mv
(XitoUg)  aUd  two  ChiUvsv  studvUt  paerticipaUts:  Bao  (malv,  psvudoUym)  aUd  AU  (fvmalv,
psvudoUym). All thervv paerticipaUts wverv svcoUd laUguagv spvakvers of EUglish. XitoUg is a Uatiiv
spvakver of MaUdaeriU ChiUvsv with a UoerthverU dialvct. AU is ferom IUUver MoUgolia aUd Bao is
ferom QiUgdao, two UoerthverU ervgioUs whverv pvoplv commuUicatv iU MaUdaeriU. At thv timv of thv
ervcoerdiUg, thvy both wverv my eroommatvs. AU had bvvU liiiUg iU thv  Uitvd Statvs foer lvss thaU
oUv yvaer, aUd Bao foer 8 yvaers. Thv oUly diffvervUcv bvtwvvU AU aUd Bao is that Bao had sverivd iU
thv  S militaery, but both had bvvU lvaerUiUg EUglish siUcv perimaery school iU ChiUa. GvUverally,
all thervv paerticipaUts haiv adiaUcvd EUglish lvivls aUd aerv fuvUt iU both weritiUg aUd spvakiUg. IU
somv  ervlviaUt  paerts,  thv  ervcoerdvd  spokvU iUtveractioUs  iUcludv  aU  AmvericaU  classmatv,  NiUa
(psvudoUym), as wvll. NiUa dovs Uot uUdverstaUd ChiUvsv. 

Thv data collvctioU perocvss took placv dueriUg thv 2019 speriUg bervak. Each paerticipaUt
was ervcoerdvd foer half a day. Both AU aUd Bao kUvw that I was goiUg to ervcoerd thvm foer ervsvaerch,
but thvy did Uot kUow whvU aUd whverv I was goiUg to do it. IU additioU, thvy did Uot kUow thv
focus of thv ervsvaerch. Thv ferst aUd svcoUd ervcoerdvd coUiversatioUs occuerervd at homv, aUd thv last
oUv happvUvd iU thv  caer.  Aftver thv  ervcoerdiUg perocvss,  I also askvd both paerticipaUts  sviveral
quvstioUs. Aftver all ervcoerdiUgs wverv complvtvd, thv paerticipaUts wverv iUfoermvd aUd gaiv coUsvUt
foer thv usv of thv ervcoerdvd coUiversatioUs foer ervsvaerch.

Ferom thv ervcoerdiUgs, iUstaUcvs of codv-switchiUg wverv fouUd aUd isolatvd. Thv data show
both iUtver-svUtvUtial aUd iUtera-svUtvUtial  codv-switchiUg. IU thv iUtera-svUtvUtial  svctioUs, if  thv
ChiUvsv svctioU was lvUgthy, paert of it was omittvd but oUly foer thv puerposv of dvmoUsteratioU.
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Although AU is spvakiUg iU ChiUvsv iU liUvs 2 to liUv 4 (Excverpt 2.1), XitoUg askvd iU
EUglish about thv mvaUiUg of a woerd iU ChiUvsv (liUv 5). This typv of codv-switchiUg is duv to a
lack of liUguistic kUowlvdgv about spvcifc iocabulaery iU aU iUtverlocutoer’s uttveraUcv, such as thv
ChiUvsv woerd [�0] iU AU’s tuerU. AU thvU usvd EUglish to teraUslatv thv mvaUiUg foer XitoUg (liUv
6). Codv-switchiUg iU this casv has a suppoertiiv fuUctioU: usiUg a svcoUd laUguagv to uUdverstaUd
a woerd iU thv materix laUguagv. EUglish is also usvd hverv bvcausv this quvstioU is ervlatiivly UoU-
periiatv, just dvfUiUg a woerd’s mvaUiUg.

Code-switching Due to Feelings and Content Associations
Excverpt 3 took placv thv ferst wvvk back ferom speriUg bervak. AU had a pervsvUtatioU assigUmvUt,
which shv had kUowU about siUcv bvfoerv speriUg bervak. Shv had bvvU pervpaeriUg foer it foer a loUg
timv aUd dvliivervd it thv day of thv ervcoerdiUg. Thv coUiversatioU occuerervd aftver shv got homv
ferom thv pervsvUtatioU.

Excverpt 3  (X: XitoUg; A: AU)
1. X: How’s youer perv?
2. A: (Increases the volume)678�9:12� perofvssoer�;�"<=>?�
3.      ;@ABCDA dvtail�'(�A7EF;�"<4
      (It is too diffcult, bvcausv ouer *perofvssoer* has high ervquiervmvUts
      aUd hv ervquiervs
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ChiUvsv, such as “it is too diffcult” (liUv 2), “ouer perofvssoer has high ervquiervmvUts” (liUv 2),  “hv
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3. A: �Ç��ÉÑ�Ö�Üá
    (Is that eright? Ouch, it's ervally aUUoyiUg!)

4. B:�12àâ/äv5
    (So whverv do wv paerk?)
(A
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