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Voices from the Field: TESOL Career Pathways 

In this collection of essays, ten Hawaii Pacifc University’s TESOL alumni refect on their career
pathways and what  factors  have led  them to their  current  positions  in  the  feld.  As  English
language teachers, administrators, and teachers of other languages in many corners of the world
—from Hawaii and mainland United States to South America, Asia, and the Middle East—their
careers are truly diverse and exciting. In these essays, they have opened up and shared stories of
struggles, insecurities, dilemmas, perseverance, compassion, open-mindedness, and success. We
hope  these  stories can  offer  encouragement,  insights,  and  inspiration  for  other  TESOL
practitioners. 

The essays in this collection are:

Through All Obstacles, by Déjà Monét Driver, Lead English Teacher, CL Haksuk, South
Korea

Going for It
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Through All Obstacles

������������	���	
CL Haksuk, South Korea

In a few days, I turn 23 years old. It has been fve months since I graduated with my
Bachelor’s of Arts in TESOL, and it has been three months since I started living in Korea and
teaching English at a private school. Am I writing this to brag? Not exactly. My hope is for you to
see that as a BA TESOL student, the world is yours. 

Even with the best of intentions, getting a job teaching a language to foreigners takes a lot
of patience and hope. How did I land a job in just two months? It took a lot of diligence. One

http://www.hpu.edu/
mailto:ddriver1@my.hpu.edu
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Now that I’m in Korea, things are easier, and I am working my dream job. When I look
back on it, it would have been so much easier to have a guide, and that’s what this essay is for: I
hope my story can help you when it’s your turn to apply for a job overseas. 

And fnally: Thanks to the TESOL professors and students for their support during the
years. We did it!

___________
Deja Monet Driver graduated with a BA TESOL degree from Hawaii Pacifc University in May, 2018. She is
currently a Lead English teacher at CL Haksuk, South Korea.
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Going For It

����	�������
Kyushu Sangyo University, Fukuoka, Japan

mailto:kassim@mail.kyusan-u.ac.jp
http://www.hpu.edu/
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That was how I got my full-time job as a university lecturer a year after graduating from
my MA program. Many people told me I was young and rushing it and that I should just take it
easy for now. Personally, I wanted the creative freedom to teach using different styles and see
what fts best for my students and me. I also wanted to conduct research. All of which are diffcult
if you aren’t teaching your own classes. I will continue not to take it easy going forward, and I
encourage others to fgure out what they really want to do and go for it regardless of what others
may say!

_____________
Samar Kassim graduated from the MA TESOL Program at Hawaii Pacifc University in 2017. She is currently a
Lecturer at Kyushu Sangyo University, Fukuoka, Japan.
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Posing with the Magic Within 

��  ��!��
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Mid-Pacifc Institute, Honolulu

Sitting in my classroom at Mid-Pacifc Institute, where I work as a full-time ESL teacher,

mailto:bellaxz@hotmail.com
http://www.hpu.edu/
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Doors that Opened Up

#� ���$	%��
Higher Colleges of Technology, United Arab Emirates

Completing the MA TESOL program has opened many doors for me, and in essence, it
has opened up the world. I am now entering my fourth year as a lecturer at a university in the
emirate of Abu Dhabi in the UAE. So, how did I get here? 

To begin, this is a life that would have otherwise been unimaginable had I not taken a
leap of faith and left my home country of Peru in 2012 to study in the MA TESOL program at
HPU. I had a comfortable position at a private school in my hometown, but I wanted more. So, I
looked up the program, applied, got the visa – and voilà! I arrived. 

As fate would have it, in the MA TESOL program, I met my husband. At the end of our

mailto:helenarcos@gmail.com
http://www.hpu.edu/
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When I arrived to the interview, I felt confdent. Anxious, but confdent. Then, I was told
I was going to be interviewed by a panel – and not just my potential future boss. Even worse, the
interview was going to be recorded to be viewed by HR on another campus. Some interviewers
were there in the room while others were connected via a Skype-like program called “Zoom.”



mailto:rehenderson85@gmail.com
http://www.hpu.edu/
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 At  the  iPGCE program face-to-face  meeting  in  Bogota,  I  was  able  to  network  with  other
teachers in various international schools in Colombia. I  learned so much from collaborating,
sharing our experiences, and making contacts, all of which might one day open up further work
opportunities at international schools.

This is where my journey is now. Taking chances, I was uncertain at times, but it paid off.
Although  my  journey  has  not  been  perfect,  I  have  enjoyed  overcoming  character-building
adversity. These things are not just good for me as a person but also for my future employment
and, more importantly, my future students.

___________
Robert Eric Henderson graduated with a BA in TESOL from Hawaii Pacifc University in 2016. At the time of
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Keeping Yourself in the TESOL Loop
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Tokyo International University, Japan

Heading into my last semester of the MA TESOL program, I was focused on passing the

mailto:tumberg@tiu.ac.jp
http://www.hpu.edu/
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Next, I was accepted for a teaching position through a program called REACH through
the Center for Intercultural and Multilingual Advocacy at Kansas State University. It was a one-
year contract teaching full time at a new university in Ecuador. I found this through TESOL.org
and  Dave’s  ESL Cafe  jobs  listings.  It’s  smart  to  get  your  work  to  pay  for  membership  to
associations so that when you do need to fnd work later, you can receive push notifcation emails
of openings.

When the program came to an end a year later, I moved to Brazil and had the hardest
time fnding work. I applied everywhere I could fnd and researched online, but I realized that
some places still use word of mouth. I then heard of an immersion school through some friends I
had met. I looked them up and applied. I soon was teaching one-on-one private lessons in person
and via  video chat.  However,  several  months  later,  I  received an email  asking to set  up an
interview for a job at that immersion school. It was part-time and didn’t pay much, but I made a
lot of connections through that job. I was able to make a full-time schedule by using my part-time
job as a hub for fnding students to teach privately.

Once I got married and was looking for a place to settle down, I emailed my old director
for a reference letter. He wrote me a wonderful letter, but to my pleasant surprise, he mentioned
he was hiring at the same university where I taught in the REACH program. After discussing it a
bit, I sent him my application and my teaching philosophy among other materials. Soon, we
were off to Ecuador again, this time on a work visa rather than a cultural exchange visa. So,
sometimes work fnds you unexpectedly from places you had forgotten about or wouldn’t have
imagined.

Two years later and I am now a lecturer and fellow at a university in Tokyo, Japan. I
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Being Open-Minded

$(����	�,�-�
Hawaii Pacifc University

I have been teaching Japanese and occasionally also Spanish at Hawai’i Pacifc University
(HPU) for three years. Before I taught here, I was an MA and BA TESOL student. In fact, I was

mailto:aterazawa@hpu.edu
http://www.hpu.edu/
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I love languages and really enjoy teaching right now. This is such a great career for me. I
found my way to this career simply by showing my interest and passion, taking initiative, and
being open-minded about where the path might take me. 

____________
Aya Terazawa is currently a Japanese language instructor at Hawaii Pacifc University.
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Teaching Chinese with a TESOL Degree

�*%.*����*
Defense Language Institute, California

Before coming to Hawaii Pacifc University (HPU), I already had two years of teaching
experience at the college level in my country, but I knew in order to fnd a teaching position in

mailto:suchun.liu@dliflc.edu
http://www.hpu.edu/
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Later, under the encouragement of my chair, I applied for the department chair position. This
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Adjusting the Lesson Plan of My Life

�	��#�- ��"
University of California, San Diego

No one would exactly laugh when I used to say I wanted to fnd a job that would pay for
me to travel the world. The reactions were always more of a scoff, occasionally accompanied by
an eye-roll,  or a nonchalant, “Yeah, wouldn’t  that be nice,” kind of response.  To them--my
peers, my neighbors, my family--I was just another dreamer in a small town full of dreamers until
one day I would fnally wake up and face reality like everyone else. 

Looking back, it’s almost profound: I think my ambition to travel has forced me to face
reality in ways that staying in my small, albeit wonderful, hometown could never have done. I
took the frst big step toward realizing this fervent goal of mine by moving 5,000 miles from
Massachusetts to Hawaii for college. I took another step when I left the country for the frst time
to study abroad in Japan for a year, another step when I ft in an additional semester abroad in
England,  another  step when I  applied for  the  M.A.  TESOL program, another  step when I
started to work in the Study Abroad Offce as a Graduate Assistant... Fair warning: if you want to
chase your dreams, you’re going to be taking quite a lot of, oftentimes uncomfortable but usually
very fulflling, steps.

I’ve  come  to  learn  that  most  Study  Abroad  Offces  have  two  basic  requirements:  a
Master’s Degree and personal study abroad experience. There are exceptions, of course: some
advisors I’ve worked with never went to graduate school, and some have traveled extensively but

mailto:kbhowland@ucsd.edu
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Once I felt I’d gotten a handle on the general operations and requirements related to my
position in the Study Abroad Offce, I began delving into more specialized areas. For example, I
became an Alternative Responsible Offcer (ARO) for incoming international exchange students
and issued  DS20-19 visa  documents.  I  worked with the  Japanese  Consulate  in  Honolulu  to
arrange and co-lead a government-sponsored trip to Japan for twenty three HPU students. I
participated on interview committees for various positions to get a feel for what hiring managers
were looking for. I did a recruitment cycle in South East Asia for International Admissions. I
joined a faculty-led program to Cambodia.  Experimenting with what  you want to do in life
doesn’t have to end with your time in college, and if I hadn’t continued advocating for myself
(with an extremely supportive Director guiding me), I’m not sure where I would be now although
I know I likely wouldn’t be enjoying it nearly as much. 

It  was  during this  time of  experimentation at  the  workplace that  I  came to focus on
faculty-led  and group programming.  It  involves  my love  of  teaching,  group dynamics,  study
abroad, self-refection, access for students of diverse backgrounds, structure balanced with (often
necessary) spontaneity, and academics. Once I realized this, I let my network of colleagues I’d
acquired  know what  type  of  position  I  was  looking  for,  and  an  open  job  for  a  faculty-led
coordinator at University of California San Diego was suggested. I applied, emphasizing that my
TESOL  M.A.  experiences  aided  my  understanding  of  teaching  techniques  and  faculty
collaboration, and moved to San Diego upon their offer. Within a few months, I was able to
obtain a promotion to a higher position within the same branch of the offce.

I’m not sure what my future will hold or where I will “end up,” but I am confdent that as
long as I continue to refect on my goals and adjust the lesson plan of my life where appropriate,
I’ll always be able to pursue the dreams of that small town girl from Massachusetts.

_______________
Kri Howland is currently Global Seminars Advisor at University of California, San Diego. Prior to her current
position,  she was the  Global  Seminars  Coordinator  at  UCSD, and Internationalization  Coordinator  at  Hawaii
Pacifc University.
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