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of turns, something that language learners 
may find difficult, especially if they are 
beginners (p. 37).  

Another aspect of turn-taking that occurs 
in this data set is the use of turn-entry devices. 
These types of devices are used to allow 
speakers who are early starters to begin their 
turn even if they may not be entirely ready 
(Wong & Waring, 2010, p. 41). The speakers 
often start their turns with words such as but
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While the textbook dialog shows the use 
of a pre-pre, or a preliminary to a preliminary, 
by the POW (lines 4-5), a term defined by 
Wong and Waring (2010) as “a device by 
which one announces an upcoming action 
without producing that action immediately 
afterwards (p. 27), in a real-life conversation, 
there is usually a response to the pre-pre, e.g., 
“A: But I have a question. B: Go ahead.” That 
response is missing in the textbook dialog.
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Transcription Conventions 
 
[ A single left bracket indicates the point of overlap onset. 


