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The number of children who take English 
lessons in their early years is increasing, es-
pecially in countries such as Japan, Korea, 
and Taiwan. In Japan in particular, the gov-
ernment has been working on the imple-
mentation 
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minutes. Children who are younger than 8 
years old have not developed meta-language 
abilities so talking about language is not ap-
propriate. Young language learners are de-
veloping literacy skills and understandings in 
their first language at the same time as they 
are learning a foreign or second language. 
Since children are particularly vulnerable, 
assessment experiences should òhelp them 
succeedó and òfeel good about
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expose the children to more English. For 
example, teachers may encourage parents to 
let their children watch quality English TV 
pro
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that at the age of eight or nine years old 
òwritten language becomes more supportive 
of oral language developmentó (p. 177). She 
also pointed out, in relation to the difficulty 
in oral language assessment of children, that 
the ability to use language for communica-
tion is gradually developed so the ability may 
not be fully developed when children are as-
sessed. Such knowledge is relevant to the 
appropriate selection of tasks.  
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renõs performance regularly to see how well 
the student is doing and offer feedback. The 
ultimate purpose of classroom formative as-
sessment is to improve learning. Compared 
with more formal forms of assessment, the 
results of formative assessments tend to vary 
among teachers who are involved in the 
evaluation. One reason is that teachers are 
likely to rely on internalized criteria or their 
own constructs. Furthermore, the process of 
conducting formative assessment is not 
simple. When teachers and assessors con-
duct assessments, they first have to decide 
on the scoring method, create appropriate 



 63 

sessment is appropriate and the standardized 
tests are inappropriate for children. Purpose 
and backwash of a test should always be 
considered also (but which classroom teach-
ers may forget when their attention is drawn 
to other administrative tasks such as report-
ing to authorities). Furthermore, there is a 
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