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This paper describes how hypertext has changed how we read and how it has influenced the learning of reading.  
Based on a comparison between the main features of hypertext and those of printed text, I discuss the strategies that 
can be applied by hypertext readers to interact with the text and navigate through the complex network of hyperlinks. 
I also comment on the challenges of hypertext reading and offer some teaching implications in order to support  
novice hypertext readers. 
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As new technologies emerge, computers 
have become indispensable tools in our dai-
ly life. People search for information and 
communicate with other people on the In-
ternet. Computers are also used at school 
and incorporated into the curriculum. In 
ESL/EFL classes, computers serve as tools 
for language learners. Since many students 
read and write texts online for pleasure or 
as part of their personal lives, activities 
which are integrated with the Internet or 
computer software might enhance studentsõ 
motivation and/or development of their 
literacy skills (McNabb, 2006, p. 76). 
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of a page to the bottom right corner (Tseng, 
2008a & 2008b). Some people dog ear pag-
es, mark important terms or ideas, or write 
comments in the margins in order to locate 
and review information in subsequent read-
ings (McEneaney, 2000, p. 14). Although 
people use different reading strategies to 
comprehend book
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Figure 1. Sample of printed text (Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet, the beginning of act 1, scene 1) 
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Figure 2. Sample of hypertext (Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet, the beginning 

http://clicknotes.com/romeo/NotesT11.html#1
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Table 1 
Comparison of Reading Strategies (Schmar-Dobler, 2003) 

 
Comprehension 

strategies 
Book Internet 

Activate prior 
knowledge 

Reader recalls experiences and infor-
mation relating to the topic 

Similar strategies used 

Monitor and re-
pair comprehen-
sion 

Reader adjust reading rate depending 
on the purpose of reading 

Skimming and scanning be-
comes crucial for reading sheer 
volume of text 

Determine impor-
tant ideas 

Reader analyzes text to determine 
which parts are important for develop-
ing an understanding of text 

Similar strategies used 

Synthesize Reader sifts important from unimpor-
tant details to determine the kernel of 
an idea 

Similar strategies used 

Draw inferences Reader reads between the lines, using 
background knowledge and text to 
help fill in the gaps 

Similar strategies used 

Ask questions Questions give purpose to reading by 
monitoring the reader to continue 

Guiding question must be in 
forefront of readerõs mind or 
getting lost or sidetracked is 
likely 

Navigate Reader uses the features of print text 
to search for information (e.g. table of 
contents, glossary, headings) 
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should be emphasized when students read 
hypertext. In this study, students read the 
text by setting goals for skimming and 
searching (scanning), monitoring their un-
derstanding and searching, and/or revising 
their strategy use. As Schmar-Dobler (2003) 
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text so that they realize what the useful 
functions of hypertext are and what chal-
lenges readers face. In class, teachers can be 
models for their students (Coiro, 2003;; 
McNabb, 2006, p. 78) and explain how to 
search for information using web browsers 
and keywords, how to read hypertext using 
think aloud protocols to illustrate what they 
mean. At this stage, teachers might want to 
focus on some useful reading strategies, 
such as cognitive, meta-cognitive, and navi-
gational strategies in order for students to 
successfully interact with hypertext 
(McNamara & Shapiro, 2005, p. 11). Teach-
ers might feel that they are spending much 
time on these explanations and instructions, 
yet it is essential for students to understand 
how to manage the functions of computers, 
use the Internet, and read hypertext appro-
priately. While students are working on their 
tasks using computers, teachers can be faci-
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ideas in their own words. Accordingly, it is 
important for teachers to carefully create 
either paper-based or hypertext writing ac-
tivities depending on the specific skills of 
writing the
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