
Course Title: Recycling Marine Debris 

Course Description: 
Recycling Marine Debris is a course designed for entrepreneurs, coastal community leaders, 
government representatives, recycling industry stakeholders, plastic manufacturing 
professionals, and educators who aim to turn marine debris challenges into sustainable 
opportunities. This interactive, field-oriented course provides an in-depth exploration of marine 
debris sources, hands-on experience with sorting and processing, insights into various recycling 
methods, and showcases innovative product development using recycled materials. Through 
guided facility tours, group discussions, and practical prototyping sessions, participants will gain 
the knowledge, skills, and confidence to integrate marine debris recycling into their operational 
workflows, ultimately contributing to environmental stewardship and community empowerment. 



Sample Course Activities & Topics 

Activity Type Sample Topics & 
Exercises 

Learning Objectives 

Foundational 
Learning 

- Defining key terms and 
concepts 
- Overview of marine 
debris challenges in 
Hawaii 
- Field and lab safety 
orientation 
- Participant introductions 
and goal setting 

Gain a shared understanding of the local 




